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Design and Methodology

A random sample of 123 respondents comprising the
students and the programme instructors was taken
towards the end of first semester of 1996/97 academic
year (Table 1). This survey study was done “in situ” because
of the concentration of the required sample.

Responses to the validated 49-item 5-point likert type
questionnaire were '
scored. Simple
frequency counting
was transformed

into sample

percentages and STATUS M
used for analysis. Ordinary Diploma | 20
Findings indicate that . }

objectives 2,4,and 3 Ordinary Diploma || 25
were best achieved Postgraduate Diploma 15
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content and '
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Table 1: Sample Distribution by Status and Gender
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incapacitated by inadequate instructional resources whicis,
by extension, affect the methodology adopted for i
programme.

Data Analysis and Discussion of Findings
The focus of the study was to establish:

(a) The level of achievement of the programme objectives
as perceived by the
respondents; and

(b) The capability of the

programme inputs
(content, personnci.

O,

e RREAK materials, methodelogy.
22 42 34.1 space, funding and
28 53 43.1 general programme
18 146 manage.eme.nt) to achieve

the objectives.

10 8.1

The general findings are
60 123 as presented on each
48.8 100 100 table and briei};

discussed below.

Question |

To what extent have the programme objectives been achieved?

Responses to items 1-5 of Section B of the instrument
provided data for answering this question as summarised
on Table 2 and discussed thereafter.

Findings indicate that the level of achievement of the
objectives as perceived by the respondents varies with
the particular objective concerned. Objectives 2,4,and 3

are the best achieved. Forty-six (37.4%), forty (32.5%)
and thirty-six (29.3%) respondents see them respectivuiy
as being excellently achieved.

Reasons for the variation in the level of achievement f
the objectives may include the emphasis given to each
them in the actual programme implementation aiid u..
interacting effects of oth- -
inputs

into the

programine. For examj 'z,
objective 5 is perceived as

the least achieved
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v’él'neﬁt of Programme OB]ectives

3JECTIVES LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT
E G F P VP TOTAL

“raduce manpower that can assist in policy
‘srmulation and implementation on ]
cnvironmental conservation/ - N 24 54 17 13 15 123
sustainable development matters. % 195 439 138 106 122 100
Develap professionals that will take curriculum
nitiatives and assist in teaching and learning of N 46 27 22 16 12 123
~nvironmental education in Nigerian educational g
system. . % 374 22.1 17.9 13.0 9.7 100
Srovide expertise that will educate urban and
~ural dwellers on the subject of environmental N 36 49 20 10 8 123
conservation, management and sustainable % 29.3 39.8 16.3 8.1 6.5 100
development. '
Fili the manpower requirement in environmental
protection agencies, natural conservation N 40 29 32 I8 4 123
organisations and national parls. % 325 23.6 26.0 14.6 33 100
Znsure the availability of resource persons that
will develop materials for the advancement of N 10 32 34 22 25 123
srvironmental conservation and protection. % 8.1 260 27.6 179 203 100

tarp: E=Excellent; G=Good; F=Fair; P=Poor; VP=Very Poor.



Question 2

To what extent are the programme inputs capable of achieving the objectives?

Responses to items 1-40 in Section C of the research questionnaire provided data for answering the question. The simpic

percentages were computed. Table 3 summarises the findings.

INPUT CATEGORY

Very Capable
Capable
Programme Contents N 56 42
% 45.5 34.1
Personnel Inputs N 47 39
% 382 31.7
Instructional Materials N 14 17
% 1.4 13.8
Methodology N I 31
% 59 25.2
Space N 18 27
' % 14.6 22
Funding N 18 22
% 14.6 17.9
Management N 16 29
% 13 23.6

PERCEIVED CAPABILITY

Fairly  Incapable Very TOTAL
Capable Incapable
6 9 10 123
4.9 73 8.1 100
17 13 7 123
13.8 10.6 5.7 100
12 24 56 123
9.8 19.5 45.5 100
8 50 23 123
6.5 40.6 18.7 100
45 15 18 123
36.6 12.2 14.6 100
31 32 20 123
25.2 26 . 16.3 100
42 : 20 16 123
34.1 16.3 13 1009

Findings indicate that, generally, the programme content
and personnel quality, quantity and variety are highly
capable of achieving the pre-specified objectives.  For
example, for the programme content, 79.6% of the
respondents have a positive perception. As many as 69.2%
of them also agree that the personnel inputs are capable.

But the programme can be incapacitated by inadequate
instructional materials (textbooks, library facilities, field
equipment, video films, charts, etc) according to the
perception of 65% of the respondents. Only 25.2% of
them positively perceived the capability of the inputs in
this category. This finding collaborates with responses
under item five in Table | and reinforces the urgency for
local production of relevant instructional materials for
the programme.

The close relationship between available programme
materials and methodology was clearly indicated too. As
many as 59.3% indicated that the methods adopted are
incapable of functional achievement of the programme
objectives. This is partly because of Inadequate equipment

and materials required for the programme. Detailcd
analysis also emphasised the urgency for utilising more
field experience, films and relevantinstructional games o
expand the learning experiences made availabic,
Perception scores for space, funding and management
were generally evenly distributed.

Conclusion and Reconimendations

The Environmental Education programme in the University
of Calabar is gradually expanding in scope, size and conient,
especially with the prospect of the Bachelors degrce
programme in Environmental Education. But problems
of relevant instructional materials and methodology are
also increasing with the expanding programme and the
rising student population. Local production and
improvisation have been tried but are inadequate to meut
the existing challenges. International co-operation a:d
assistance can facilitate field experience and greaer
exposure for improved performance.



